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BOTT HOUSE
216 Cowardin Avenue, Hichmond, Virginia

Owner: Union Security and Realty Corporation, american Building,
Richmond, Virginia

Date of Exection: From the design of the work it is believed to
have been built in the late 18th century

Architect:
Builder: HMiles Bott

Present Condition: Generally fair. Originasl front porch removed
and replzced with present porch., Original stone platform and
steps at side door romoved and replaced with present small porch.
Roof may have had central dormers but no evidence to show this.
The rear porch was originally open, but later enclosed with
weather~boarding and windows.

Number of Stories: Basement, one story and attic story above with
dommers.

Materials of Construction: Hrick basement, frame upper portion.
First floor freming of rough hewn beams and joists exposed. Twin
brick chimneys on bdoth ends.. Present roof and sides of dorners
covered with tin. Moulded wood sills, windows with original blinds.
Interior finish scant, plastered walls and ceilings, except basement
ceiling. HMantel in parlor evidently not original of later design

amd too smmll for originel fireplace opening.

Other Bxisting Hecords: There are indications that the Bott House
was erected in 1819, by Hiles Bott. 48 recorded in Chesterfield
County Taxes, in 1819, Miles Hott paid taxes on twenty-six and one-
half acres with assessment of 342. In 1820, his sssessment on
twenty-six snd one-half acres was 17,950, with £5,400 valustion of
improvement on buildings. Regorded in Deed Book NHo., 5% of Chester-
field County, in 1841, Richard archer, having a deed of trust
{November 10, 1819) on a parcel of land near Manchester, containing
tventy-six and one~half acres, being the same parcel on which

Miles Hott resided, sold at publie suction the said tract of land,
with Green Hall as highest bidder.
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Additional Data: The following is taken from an article in
the Saturday Fews Supplement, deted December 1, 1900, titled
*"The 0ld Bott House," and written by David L. Pulliam:

4 mosat beautiful and Distinctive Coloanial Building -- One

of the best Preserved types of the Earlier Architecture of
the State -~ the Seat of a Refined Hospitality and Society --
the Home of the Moet Noted Families of Manchester."

"Pasging from the rear door of the hall into the "back~yard,”
you will observe the large garden, once g most beautiful
flower~garden, and still retaining much of its reputed besuty
and picturesquenees. There is a lovely walk from the back

porch through the garden-gate, which leade to a 'olump'

of box~wood, which are the largest ever known in this ecommnity."

This article recognized Miles Bott, a wealthy influential gentleman
and ¢itizen of Chestarficld County, as the builder of the house.
Erected immediately after the Revolutionary War, according to the
above article, the ¢ld house was a gathering place for the young
and amusement seekers, in its palmy days. The place wes called
"Sparta" by Miles Bott who lived there until his death in 1840.
At that time the estate was bought by Green Hall, who occupied
the old house until his death in 1850. The property was then
involved in a Chancery suit and divided into twenty-three town
lots, that lay on the Manchester side of the Richmond and Peters-
burg Railrecad, which were s0ld; George W. Snelling retained for
a while the 0ld Bott Houee. In 1862, the old house and the
adjacent lot paesed into the possession of Samuel Atkinson, who
sold the property to Miss Flizaebeth Jane Baird, the grandmother
of the Misses Baird and Gill, the present occupants.

Miles Bott is believed to be the son of John Bott, who seemed to
be the first resident in Chesterfield County by that name, as the
name first appears in the Inveuntory Books in 1779.

In 1806 Hiles Bott was one of the Juroers in the trial of Aaron Burw,
which is recorded as one of, if not the most fawous trial in
Virginia. .

Bibliography:

Tax Books of Chesterfield County, filed in the Archive
Department of the State Library, Richmond, Virginia

Doed Book, Na. 33, of Chesterfisld Counity, £iled in the
Court Room at Chesterfield Courthouse, Virginia
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Burr's Trial, taken in shorthand, by David Robertson,
Counsellor at Law., Published by Hopkins and Earle.
Copyright 1808. Fry and Kammerer, Printers.

Abstract of Title, in the possession of Miss Besgie Gill,
216 Cowardin Avenue, Riclmond, Virginia.

Jaturday News Supplement, December 1, 1200.
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